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temporary failure. Two great leaders of India—Tilak and Gokhale—
were pitted against each other in a bitter controversy. The Moderates
were afraid that Tilak would capture the Congress and advocate
Home Rule for India. Sir Pherozeshah Mehta stood against the
admission of Tilak with his "firebrands55 into the Congress camp.
The Congress met in Madras on December 28. The pavilion was
decorated with the portraits of their Imperial Majesties and the
Royal Arms. When the Governor of Madras, Lord Pentland^ paid a
visit to the Congress, he was greeted with cheers.
The Congress passed a resolution expressing loyalty to the throne
and it laid stress on equal rights of citizenship as well as the enrol-
ment, "without distinction of race or class53, of "citizen-soldiers of
the empire'5. The pride of the nation in its troops in the firing-line
was warmly expressed.
Mrs. Besant declared: "India does not chaffer with the blood of
her sons and the proud tears of her daughters in exchange for so much
liberty, so much right. India claims the right, as a nation, to justice
among the peoples of the empire. India asked for this before the war.
India will ask for it after the war, but not as a reward but as a right
does she ask for it. On that there must be no mistake."
This Congress placed on record "its warm appreciation of, and ad-
miration for, the heroic endeavours of Mr. Gandhi and his followers,
and their unparalleled sacrifice and suffering in their struggle for
the maintenance of the self-respect of India and the redress of Indian
grievances." The Congress put on record its appreciation of the
invaluable services of Gokhale throughout the struggle in bringing
about the present settlement.
Gandhi missed the session of the Congress as he was still on the
high seas. Before he reached India, the party headed by Maganlal
Gandhi which had started from Phoenix had arrived. According to
his original plan, Gandhi was to have preceded them, but his pre-
occupation in England with the war upset all his calculations. He
wanted the Phoenixites to lead the life they had led at Phoenix.
Therefore, Gandhi sought the help of Andrews for accommodating
them together in a congenial place. They were first put in the
Gurukul, Kangri, where Swami Shraddhanand treated them with
generosity. After this they were put in the Santiniketan ashram,
where Rabindranath Tagore showered upon them hospitality and
affection*

